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May the grace of Jesus Christ be with you … and also with you. Welcome to worship at 

Knox Presbyterian Bayfield on the 15th of January. 

Announcements  

Mission Moment Taiwan is a country in East Asia, at the China Seas in the northwestern 

Pacific Ocean. China sits to the northwest, Japan to the northeast, and the Philippines to 

the south. Taiwan has been governed independently since 1949. China continues to exert 

international pressure to isolate Taiwan with their political and military powers. In 2018, 

due to the rising geo-political tensions, the Presbyterian Church in Taiwan established the 

Taiwan Ecumenical Forum (TEF). Ecumenical and church partners are invited to journey 

with them in pursuit of justice and peace for the people of Taiwan and the Asia-Pacific. 

The Rev. Linda Patton-Cowie, the PCC representative on the TEF Steering Group, 

encourages members of the church to pray, learn and advocate for justice for Taiwan. 

Through Presbyterians Sharing, the PCC stands in solidarity with Taiwan. 
 

HYMN    Praise God  #306 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP [responsive]    

 One:  May God be gracious to us and bless us. 

All:  May God’s face shine upon us and bring us peace! 

One: Let all people praise you, O Lord. 

All:  Let all people shout their joy to your holy name. 

 

PRAYER OF ADORATION AND ASSURANCE OF PARDON1 

 God, our Creator, your faithfulness endures forever. You offer us new life in Christ Jesus 

and call us to follow him. You challenge us to bring life and hope to the world you love.  

In you we find strength and courage to face every challenge. We offer our praise and 

gratitude to you, O God, with Christ and the Spirit, one God, now and always.   

Faithful God, you sent Jesus to seek and save the lost. We find it difficult to recognize 

when we lose our way. We follow our friends and culture rather than the examples taught 

by Jesus. Wash over us with your cleansing Spirit to renew our commitment to follow your 

purposes revealed in Christ Jesus. 

 
1 PCC Worship Planner Advent December 2021 Year C 



KNOX PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, BAYFIELD    
 2023 01 15 

Prepared for Knox Presbyterian Church, Box 565, Bayfield, ON N0M 1G0 2 

Minister: Rev. Lisa Dolson  519-955-2158   revlisa dot knoxbayfield@icloud dot com 
Resources include: PCC Worship Planner, https://www.workingpreacher.org/  Feasting on the Word: Preaching the Revised 
Common Lectionary, and Feasting on the Word Companion, NRSV Bible 
 

Assurance of Pardon  

Trust in God’s enduring love and mercy, washing over us every day. Know that 

forgiveness is yours through the grace of Jesus Christ. Amen.  May the peace of Jesus the 

Christ, which surpasses all understanding, be with you. And also with you. 

 

Hymn   Brother, sister, let me serve you [v 1-3] #635 

To Hear The Word Of God 

Prayer For Illumination and Scripture2 

 Holy One, you have blessed your people with wisdom over the ages. We seek your 

wisdom today. Send your Holy Spirit now, to give us understanding through your Word 

read and proclaimed this day. 

Tanakh* Isaiah 49:1–7    [B#679/W#753] 

Tanakh  Psalm 40:1–11      [B#513/W#567] 

Epistle       1 Corinthians 1:1–9   [B#165/W#173] 

Gospel  John 1:29–42     [B#92/W#95] 

May God bless our understanding of this, God’s holy word. The word of the Lord. 

 

I told a friend 

O holy One, by the power of your Holy Spirit at work in the word read and proclaimed, 

may the words of our mouths and the meditations of our hearts be acceptable to you. 

Amen. 

The readings this week encourage us to reflect on how we are living in the ways of Christ. 

Through the ancient teachings we are able to understand the importance of being in 

relationship within our faith  community. The prophet Isaiah spoke of being called into 

relationship with the God who knows our name. The gospel of John tells of John the 

Baptist recognizing Jesus as the Messiah and pointing others toward him. Paul, in his 

letter to the people of Corinth, urges a community in turmoil to be rooted in the ways of 

Christ.   

I am intrigued by the ways in which recall and memories occur. It took me many years to 

understand the diverse and complex ways in which we remember. The gift of memory and 

 
2 Page #’s for pew bibles with Blue or White edged pages 
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recall is diverse. Some have tremendous capacity to remember facts, trivia, and historical 

context. Some remember birthdays, special events, gifts given and received, and family 

genealogy. For some, memory is less organized and much more difficult to access. Yet, a 

similarity is the way that we remember from certain perspectives. A simple analogy is that 

my recall of Sunday mornings tend to be the faces I see looking up from the pews and 

your comments as you leave the sanctuary. Your memory is from a different perspective. 

We may share the memory of challenging hymns but more particularly the wonderful 

cohesiveness that happens when everyone engages in singing the hymns. 

I wonder what you hear when the scriptures are read. Did you recognize that the gospel 

reading was similar to last week’s reading? Last week we heard Matthew’s perspective on 

the baptism of Jesus and this week we heard from John’s gospel. John shares two key 

moments in Jesus' life: his baptism and the call of the first disciples. The readings this 

week brought an old memory to mind that has lingered. In the gospel reading, John the 

Baptist was with two of his disciples he saw Jesus and spoke of his baptism in the river. 

Then, we are told, John's disciples followed Jesus as he began to call his own disciples. In 

both gospels we are told that John the Baptist felt called to both recognize the Messiah 

and point others toward him. In today’s reading, two of John’s disciples then followed 

Jesus as he began to call his first disciples. This struck a chord in my memory. The old 

1984 Faberge organics shampoo popped up.  Do you recall the ad with actress Heather 

Locklear? She spoke of the shampoo and then shared how she told two friends, and they 

told two friends … with multiple squares of her image appearing on the tv screen. Perhaps 

the connection was made because of the link between John the Baptist pointing people to 

Christ and how the good works of the collective church continue to point us toward Christ.  

When I considered the connection it became clear that our faith in community is similar. 

We live out our faith by sharing it with others. For some that may involve speaking 

directly about their lived faith experience. Some live their faith in acts of service, in 

developing relationships, and in mission efforts.  Many of you have spoke of your faith 

developing through your parents, your extended family, or your friends. Some of you 

were courageous in seeking to understand your faith within church communities. Our faith 

is a gift from God and we are given the choice on how we accept or reject God’s calling.  
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The sixteenth-century Spanish mystic, Teresa of Avila, encouraged others to embody the 

ways of Christ. She included one of her poems in a letter written toward the end of her 

life. Her poem represents an incarnational theology—the idea that we are called to follow 

in the ways of Jesus Christ. The incarnational theology reminds us that God became 

incarnate—became flesh—in Jesus Christ to fully embody God's love for the world. The 

writings of Teresa of Avila continue to encourage us to love the world so that the life of 

Jesus may also be made visible in our bodies.   … 

Christ has no body now on earth but yours, 

no hands but yours, no feet but yours, 

Yours are the eyes through which to look out 

Christ's compassion to the world; 

Yours are the feet with which he is to go about doing good; 

Yours are the hands with which he is to bless humanity now. 

Paul wrote to the people of Corinth to encourage them to let go of their old ways and to 

live in the ways of Christ. The letter is an invitation to enter into the difficult task of 

addressing conflict and differences as people struggle with significant changes within their 

faith and culture. F. D. Maurice suggested we discover and enter more deeply into 

Christian faith only as we address our specific situations, discern how to address our 

differences, and proclaim what is central to Christian faith. 

In his letter, Paul began with a traditional Hellenistic greeting by identifying himself and 

his companion, then the church to whom he was writing. He offered thanksgiving to God 

for those who would read and hear the letter. Often the letters were read to the 

congregation, in part because of their inability to read. Paul wrote of the good news … 

their identity, which was "sanctified in Christ Jesus", did not depend on them or their 

efforts. We are saints in our common vocation, with the shared gift of faith that is freely 

offered by God. Paul spoke to the importance of unity within their community. Each 

person was important within the community and they existed within the larger unity of 

Christ's church. They were not alone. Embracing their faith connected them to a larger 

sense of community that extended into the world. Paul’s message resonates into the 21st 

century as many people continue to struggle with a deep sense of isolation. It is within 
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this community that our faith is nurtured and our sense of purpose as a community is 

reinforced. Faith is about much more than going to church on Sunday morning.  

Alan Gregory notes, “Paul stresses the "eccentricity" of Christian life. Grace, strength, 

blamelessness, fellowship with Christ: all come from outside… The Corinthians are what 

they have received, and they have received much. You may recognize a note of irony in 

Paul's observation that they are rich "in speech and knowledge of every kind." Paul was 

writing to the church because of their divisive speech and actions. There was conflict in 

the church at Corinth. Later in the letter Paul will urge them to find their identity with 

Christ rather than allowing the divisiveness to threaten the cohesiveness of the church. He 

will encourage them to grow and be nurtured in the strength of community. 

In the Book of Joy, Archbishop Desmond Tutu speaks of Ubuntu, a South African (Zulu) 

philosophy that recognizes the importance of inter-connection within community.  Nelson 

Mandela describes Ubuntu as, “I am because we are”,  and,  “a person is a person 

through other persons”. Ubuntu recognizes the power of shared humanity within 

community and the inter-connected nature of creation. Many religious traditions capture 

the essence of Ubuntu.  To be is to be "we" and not "I." The ‘other’ is gift to us. Together 

in Christ we gather as the church. It is in this sense that Paul shares his gratitude to God 

for the gift of each person of the church. Paul’s thanksgiving is grounded in ubuntu.   

Paul began his letter with sharing his appreciation for the members of the church. In his 

commentary, H.B. Adams wrote, “A crucial dynamic in human relationships is the 

perception that people have of themselves and of others. If a person perceives herself as 

articulate and competent, she will interact with others in a way of which she would not be 

capable if she saw herself as fumbling and inept. If a person perceives others as informed 

and able, he will deal with them in ways that he would not if he saw them as incompetent 

and ill informed.” The ways in which we interact with one another, the ways in which we 

see ourselves, have significant consequences.  Paul demonstrated this when he wrote with 

confidence as an apostle of Christ. He understood the call on his life and his mission with 

the people of Corinth. He wrote to them as beloved children of God. His letter recognized 

that they were struggling with quarrels, divisiveness, and immorality… and he urged them 

to be who God had called them to be. 
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Perhaps one of the gifts that Paul continues to offer us is the gift of recognizing the 

complexity of the church and its people. We can be grateful for the many gifts God 

provides. We can also recognize our challenges. In this world in need the church offers the 

gifts of understanding, caring, words that help and heal, with the gifts of faithfulness 

within a shared community. The church in its many shapes and sizes is blessed by the 

grace of God who has enriches and sustains. 

H. B. Adams wrote, “One final perspective that Paul has on the church can be noted. Paul 

is quite aware that the church is not fulfilled in the present, but that the church waits for 

"the revealing of our Lord Jesus Christ". The church seeks to minister in this day and to be 

faithful in this day, but the church is a community that waits in hope for a future day. The 

church can live in hope because Jesus will be its strength to the end and because God is 

faithful.” Praise be to God for visions and the movement of the Spirit among us. 

Hymn     Immortal, invisible, God only wise  #290   

  To Respond In Faith 

The Offering of our Life and Labour to God 

Quote Gratitude is happiness doubled by wonder. G.K. Chesterton – writer 

Our God has done wondrous things, too many to count. Through steadfast love and 

faithful care, God enriches us in every way. Let us offer all that we have and all that we 

are … in praise and love of Christ. 

Doxology We give Thee but Thine own, What e’er the gift may be; All that we have is 

Thine alone, a trust, O Lord, from Thee. 

Prayers of the People, Blessing of Gifts  

God of wonder and delight, we open our hearts to you in prayer, trusting in your grace 

and mercy. We thank you for the work and witness of your Church in bringing your Good 

News into many lives throughout the earth. Today we pray for congregations that are 

struggling financially, for churches experiencing conflict, and for all those who are tired 

and need your renewing Spirit. Guide them with your ways, o God. 

Gracious God, we offer our gifts with humble hearts. Each gift seems small on its own. We 

ask your blessing on each gift, so that through your Holy Spirit, our gifts will be multiplied 

to provide for those in need. 
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We thank you for your healing, O God. We are grateful for reconciliation, for the easing of 

pain, and for compassionate comfort for those who are mourning. Today we pray for the 

emotionally vulnerable, for those with physical challenges, and mental illness. May your 

Spirit linger and offer new hope each day. We pray for all who work for justice, for those 

who seek unity where discord prevails, for those who provide aid where there is poverty, 

famine, and disaster.  We pray for Canada in this time when resentments simmer and 

differences deepen. May your justice bring relief and your peace to prevail, oh faithful 

God. 

God of light and love, draw near to those who must confront illness, loss or changing 

circumstances. We lift up Jan and family as they mourn the loss of Danielle.  Loving God, 

by your Spirit, surround us with strength and love. Equip us to offer support for those who 

are near to us. God of hope, we ask you to linger with Lyle, Deb and family; Stephani, 

Judith & Gerry; Rob; Stephanie and family; and, Grace & Rudy. We lift up all those who 

are on our hearts as they face immense challenges. 

Where new life is beginning and hope dawns; where there is laughter and joy, healing and 

positive change, send your Spirit to rejoice with your people … 

These things we pray in the name of Jesus, gathering our prayers into one voice in the 

words he taught, Our Father who art in heaven, hallow’ed be thy name. Thy Kingdom 

come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in Heaven. Give us this day our daily bread and 

forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us. Lead us not into 

temptation but deliver us from evil, for thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 

Hymn   Brother, sister, let me serve you [v 4-6] #635 
  

To Go Forth In God’s Name        Commissioning and Benediction  

Go in peace, for God enriches you with speech, knowledge, and every spiritual gift. May 

God’s steadfast love lead you and make your steps secure, keeping you forever safe on 

paths of righteousness and peace. Amen 

Postlude     Amen     

64  Be still and know  

Be still and that I am God    x3 

I am the Lord that health thee   x3 
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In thee, O Lord, I put my trust  x 3 

306  Praise God 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise God all creatures high and low; Praise 

God in Jesus fully known; Creator, Word and Spirit, One. 

635  Brother, sister, let me serve you  

Brother, sister, let me serve you; Let me be as Christ to you; Pray that I may have the 

grace to let you be my servant too. 

We are pilgrims on a journey, And companions on the road; We are here to help each 

other Walk the mile and bear the load. 

I will hold the Christ-light for you In the night-time of your fear; I will hold my hand out to 

you, Speak the peace you long to hear.  

I will weep when you are weeping; When you laugh I’ll laugh with you; I will share your 

joy and sorrow, Till we’ve seen this journey through. 

When we sing to God in heaven, We shall find such harmony, Born of all we’ve known 

together Of Christ’s love and agony. 

Brother, sister, let me serve you; Let me be as Christ to you; Pray that I may have the 

grace to let you be my servant too. 

290  Immortal, invisible, God only wise   

Immortal, invisible, God only wise, In light inaccessible hid from our eyes, Most blessed, 

most glorious, the Ancient of Days, Almighty, victorious, thy great name we praise. 

Unresting, unhasting and silent as light, Nor wanting, nor wasting, thou rulest in might; 

Thy justice like mountains high soaring above Thy clouds, which are fountains of goodness 

and love. 

To all life thou givest, to both great and small; In all life thou livest, the true life of all; We 

blossom and flourish like leaves on the tree, And wither, and perish, but naught changeth 

thee. 

Great Father of glory, pure Father of light, Thine angels adore thee, all veiling their sight; 

All laud we would render: oh help us to see ‘tis only the splendour of light hideth thee. 


