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May the peace of Jesus Christ be with you. And also with you. 

Welcome to the longest night service at Knox Presbyterian in Bayfield. We are 

blessed with the musical gifts of guest violinist Jamie Dow, pianist Betty Lou 

Norris, and organist Jean Walker.     

Tonight we gather with complex emotions … sadness, regret, grief, loneliness, and 

sorrow in the midst of sparking lights, celebration, and joy in the world around us. 

During this service, there will be periods of longer silence to allow for deeper 

reflection. Let us take a breath as we have a time of meditation and centering.  

CALL TO WORSHIP    Responsive    

Hymn* God is love: come heaven, adoring  #314  

PRAYER OF ADORATION AND CONFESSION 

O holy Creator, our souls wait in silence. Truly our hope is in you. God, you give us 

grace to pray, even though our hearts are broken and our voices tremble with 

grief and sorrow. We have heard your prophets call of … comfort, comfort, your 

people. Comfort those of us who sit in darkness, mourning beneath our sorrow. 

We pray all of this in the name of Christ. Amen 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON 

God’s forgiveness shines into the world & the darkness scatters.   

Jesus knows our every strength & our every weakness & loves us still.   

We are called to the promise of God’s amazing grace. Thanks be to God.  

May the peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you. And also with you.  

To Hear The Word Of God 

Let us pray for illumination of the holy scripture … 

God of wisdom, soften our hearts & direct our minds as we discern your holy 

scripture. May we be like fertile soil in which to plant your living Word.  Amen. 

Scripture  Hebrew Bible  Isaiah 40:1–8 [B#667/W#740]1  

May God bless our understanding of this, God’s holy word. The word of the Lord. 

 
1 Page #’s for pew bibles with Blue or White edged pages 

https://www.workingpreacher.org/
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Candles of Remembrance  

We light the first candle to remember those we have loved and lost. We pause to 

remember their names, their face, their voice, the memories that bind them to us 

in this season. … silence 

We light this second candle to recognize the pain of loss - the loss of relationships, 

the loss of jobs, the loss of health. The losses caused by the pandemic. We pause 

to gather up the pain of the past and offer it to God, asking that God will provide 

us with the gift of peace… silence 

We light this third candle to remember ourselves during this Christmas season. We 

pause to remember the trials of the past weeks, months, years. We remember our 

weakness. We remember the comfort and strength provided by those who have 

stood with us. We give thanks for all the support we have known. … silence 

We light the fourth candle to remember our faith and the gift of hope offered to all 

in the Christmas story. We remember the God who is part of our life journey. … 

silence 

We light the Christ candle, light in the darkness.  It is a sign of the fulfilment of 

hopes and dreams, a sign of Christ, the one who bears our burdens  

 

Hymn*  People in darkness    #124 

Scripture          Psalm 121  Responsive   [B#571/W#633] 

May God bless our understanding of this, God’s holy word. The word of the Lord. 

 

Special Music violinist Jamie Dow, pianist Betty Lou Norris 

 

Scripture  Gospel  Matthew 11:28-29  [B#12/W#12] 

May God bless our understanding of this, God’s holy word. The word of the Lord. 
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Meditation & reflection    

Tonight we will have an intentional time for silence for others, for ourselves, and 

for our world. We hold on to the divine promise “Be still and know that I am God.”  

Silence can be uncomfortable. We may seek to fill the empty spaces with noise. 

Tonight our hope is to simply be present in the silence. This is a time for reflection 

and for prayer, for openness and for listening. The light of the candle marks a 

visible sign of your prayers of remembrance and hope.. Let us enter into this 

reflection, knowing that God’s presence surrounds us now and always.  

 

Prayers Of Thanksgiving And Intercession 

God of compassion, you have given us your own Son, Jesus Christ, as the 

great physician. He makes the broken whole. He overcomes the darkness of death 

and despair with new life and hope. We thank you for the one who touched the 

untouchable, reached out to the dying, and brought healing and wholeness to 

those in despair. 

Touch our wounds, relieve our hurt, and restore us to wholeness of life, 

through this same Jesus Christ. Set our troubled souls free, O Holy One.  Freedom 

from restlessness and anxiety. Anchor us on the rock of your faithfulness. Give us 

your peace and power and so keep us that in all times of trouble and distress, we 

may know …you hold us close. 

You are faithful, O God. You provide comfort when we call out to you. Hear 

us now as we offer our prayers. Hear, the names of those people and places on 

our hearts as we silently share them with you. [silence] 

qGrant us, O God, the fullness of your promise. When we are weak, grant us your 

strength; when we are confused, grant us your guidance; when we are distraught, 

grant us your comfort; and at all times grant us your peace. Speak to us of 

healing for our weary and wounded souls.  
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We ask all this, trusting in your promise to hear our prayers. O holy One, we 

join our voices together in the prayer Jesus taught to His disciples  

Our Father who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy Kingdom come, Thy will 

be done on earth as it is in Heaven. Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us 

our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us. Lead us not into 

temptation but deliver us from evil, for thine is the kingdom, the power and the 

glory, forever and ever. Amen     

To Go Forth In God’s Name 

HYMN*  Silent night    #154    

COMMISSIONING AND BENEDICTION * 

May the Christ who walked on wounded feet walk with you on the road. May the 

Christ who served with wounded hands stretch out your hands to serve. May the 

Christ who loved with a wounded heart open your heart to love. May you see the 

face of Christ in all you meet & may everyone see the face of Christ in you. May 

the grace of Jesus Christ, the love of God, & the communion of the Holy Spirit be 

with you…now and forever more. Amen    

 POSTLUDE  Let there be peace on earth  

  

Let there be peace on earth*  

 Let there be peace on earth and let it begin with me; let there be peace on earth, 

the peace that was meant to be. With God our creator we are family, let us walk 

with each other in perfect harmony*. Let peace begin with me, let this be the 

moment now; with every step I take, let this be my solemn vow: to take each 

moment and live each moment in peace eternally. Let there be peace on earth and 

let it begin with me. 

Copyright 1955, 1983 by Jan-Lee Music, ASCAP International copyright secured. All rights 

reserved. Authors: Jill Jackson, Sy Miller *Approved alternate lyrics. 
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Silent night #154    

Silent night! Holy night! All is calm, all is bright Round yon virgin mother and child, 

Holy infant so tender and mild, Sleep in heavenly peace; Sleep in heavenly peace. 

Silent night! Holy night! Shepherd’s quake at the sight: Glories stream from 

heaven afar, Heavenly hosts sing “Hallelujah, Christ, the Saviour is born! Christ, 

the Saviour is born!” 

Silent night! Holy night! Son of God, love’s pure light Radiant beams from thy holy 

face, With the dawn of redeeming grace, Jesus, Lord, at thy birth, Jesus, Lord, at 

thy birth.  

 

God is love: come heaven, adoring  #314 

God is love: come heaven, adoring; God is love: come earth, rejoice.  

Come creation, voices soaring, Sing exulting with one voice.  

God who laid the earth's foundation, God who spread the heavens above,  

God who breathes through all creation-- God is love, eternal love.  

 

God is love, whose arms enfolding All the world in one embrace,  

With unfailing grasp are holding Every child of every race,  

And when human hearts are breaking Under sorrow's iron rod,  

All the sorrow, all the aching Wrings with pain the heart of God.  

 

God is love, and though with blindness Sin afflicts all human life,  

God's eternal loving-kindness Guides us through all earthly strife.  

Sin and death and hell shall never O'er us final triumph gain;  

God is love: so love forever O'er the universe must reign. 
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People in darkness  #124  

People in darkness are looking for light. Come, come, come, Jesus Christ. 

People with blindness are longing for sight. Come, Lord Jesus Christ. 

These days of adventure when all people wait are days for the advent of love. 
 

People with sickness are praying for health. Come, come, come, Jesus Christ. 

People in poverty want to have wealth.  Come, Lord Jesus Christ. 

These days of adventure when all people wait  are days for the advent of hope. 
 

People in trouble would like to be free. Come, come, come, Jesus Christ. 

People with arguments want to agree. Come, Lord Jesus Christ. These days of 

adventure when all people wait are days for the advent of peace. 
 

People in sadness are trying to sing.  Come, come, come, Jesus Christ. Bells in the 

steeple are waiting to ring. Come, Lord Jesus Christ. These days of adventure 

when all people wait are days for the advent of joy. 
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