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May the grace of Jesus Christ be with you … and also with you. Welcome to worship at 

Knox Presbyterian Bayfield on this third Sunday of Advent, December 12. 

Announcements  

  

  

The people of Knox Bayfield acknowledge that our community worships, lives, plays, and 

works on the traditional lands of the Anishinabewaki, Attiwonderonk (Neutral), and 

Mississauga peoples within Treaty 29, of 1827. 
 

HYMN   Hope is a star   #119 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP [responsive]  Jan Meyer  
 

PRAYER OF ADORATION AND ASSURANCE OF PARDON1 

 God of joy and justice, we rejoice in you. You are our strength and our song. God, you 

gather those who stray  and welcome them back. You heal those who are broken in body 

and spirit, and draw close to those who walk alone. You transform us into more than we 

imagined possible through your great love and mercy. We trust in you. 

All knowing God, in search of comfort, we indulge our desires. In search of love, we hide 

from our faults. Forgive us, O God, for seeking satisfaction in unhealthy ways. Help us 

turn to you and guide us to discover what is honourable, just, and pleasing in your sight. 

Amen. 

The scriptures say, “Do not worry about anything, but in everything, by prayer and 

supplication with thanksgiving, let your requests be made known to God.” The forgiveness 

we seek is found in the grace of Jesus Christ. May the peace of God, which surpasses all 

understanding, be with you. 

May the peace of Jesus Christ be with you. And also with you. 

To Hear The Word Of God 

Prayer For Illumination 

God of truth and wisdom, send us your Holy Spirit to teach us through the scriptures, read 

and interpreted this day. Open our eyes to understand your truth more fully. Open our 

hearts to live out your wisdom in the ways of Jesus, your Living Word. Amen. 
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https://www.workingpreacher.org/


KNOX PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, BAYFIELD    
December 12, 2021   

Prepared for Knox Presbyterian Church, Box 565, Bayfield, ON N0M 1G0 2 

Minister: Rev. Lisa Dolson  519-955-2158   revlisa dot knoxbayfield@icloud dot com 
Resources include: PCC Worship Planner, https://www.workingpreacher.org/  Feasting on the Word: Preaching the Revised 
Common Lectionary, and Feasting on the Word Companion, NRSV Bible 
 

Readers: Lois Kacsandi, Judith Roy 

HEBREW BIBLE Isaiah 12:2-6  [B#642/W#711]2  

HEBREW BIBLE    Zephaniah 3:14-20     [B#876/W#981]  zeh·fuh·nai·uh 

EPISTLE  Philippians 4:4-7  [B#198/W#212] 

GOSPEL  Luke 3:7-18  [B#60/W#61]  

May God bless our understanding of this, God’s holy word. The word of the Lord. 

Hymn         Rejoice the Lord is king #267  

May the words of my mouth and the meditation of our hearts be acceptable in your sight, 

O God. 

 

What should we do? 

Last year at this time, Jean and I led worship in an empty sanctuary. It is good to have 

you here to worship with us on Sunday mornings. Advent is an unpredictable time of 

transition, particularly during the pandemic. Advent is a time to prepare our hearts.  

The four candles help us to focus our attention on the blessings and joy of Christ. Advent, 

also known as Winter Lent, is an echo of Israel’s deep longing for the promised Messiah. 

Rituals offer a sense of comfort in this transitional time. The purple candles allude to a 

time of reflection and prayer. On this 3rd Advent Sunday the pink or rose candle interrupts 

the purple as it is lit to symbolize joy.    

Through the prophets, God provides glimpses into a hopeful future that can calm our fear 

and allow joy to take hold. The short prophetic book of Zephaniah urges the reader to be 

attentive to prophetic interruptions.  He lived in the time of Jeremiah and Nahum. He 

speaks of the communal memory of suffering and divine judgment as he anticipates the 

fulfillment of God's promises. The prophet spoke out against idolatry, violence, corruption, 

and injustice. He forewarned of the coming day when God would judge their arrogance. 

Zephaniah spoke of his hope that people would call upon God to take away judgment 

against them. 

We live in a time of intrusive polarizing messages. It is evident in the media with political 

debates and health care issues. People struggle to understand complex issues when they 

 
2 Page #’s for pew bibles with Blue or White edged pages 
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are faced with strong voices on opposite ends of the issues. The polarized viewpoints may 

cause people to hesitate to participate in important discussions. It is in open discussion 

that we are able to develop a deeper understanding of the complex issues. Otherwise a 

sense of apathy can set in. In the movie, August: Osage County, playwright Tracey Letts 

wrote, "Thank God we can't know the future, or we'd never get out of bed."  An unhappy 

woman, played by Julia Roberts, passes the family pessimism to her daughter in this sad 

story about a family gathering for the father's funeral. This family seems to sink into 

deeper dysfunction as it provides the viewer with a glimpse into pervasive fear and apathy 

that holds little hope for the present or the future. In contrast to polarized opinion stands 

toxic positivity, the excessive generalization of optimism in all situations. Toxic positivity 

results in the denial, minimization, and invalidation of the authentic life experience. How 

are we to find balance when such extremes are present? 

Into this we hear the messages from the prophets. Prophets point where others do not 

want to look. They are attentive to God as they feel and sense God’s compassion, anger, 

and joy. Zephaniah is aware of the corruption and injustice and the need for people to 

lament and repent.  In response to the question, Why do we listen to the prophets during 

Advent? Deborah Block explains, “For centuries before the birth of Jesus Christ they were 

messengers of essential good news: "Do not fear… The Lord, your God, is in your midst."  

We are encouraged by the refrain, Do not fear, as it is shared throughout the scriptures. 

Yet, we do fear. We fear that evil may be too strong. We fear insignificance and shame. 

We are afraid that we won't have enough or won't be enough. Fear runs deep in a 

pandemic as people fear the disease, the vaccine, and their loss of control. The prophets 

Zephaniah and Isaiah acknowledge the fear and remind us of the promise of a 

transforming God. Biblical scholar William Herzog wrote, “Isaiah 12 celebrates with 

exultant joy the coming of God's salvation to a land that had dwelt in the deep darkness 

of God's judgment." This passage helps us to question where we dwell in darkness? We 

are living in the midst of a worldwide pandemic. There are significant economic 

disruptions affecting employment, inflation, and supply chains.  Our faith community 

gather and our traditional services have changed. We hear the scripture that speaks of 

singing praise to God, shouting for joy, and singing with joy … and we are unable to do so 

in our sanctuary. Our traditional gatherings have changed to smaller groups with masks 
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covering our faces and restrictions on physical touch.  We live in a challenging time as we 

yearn to hope. 

How do we find our way to singing songs of joy, if not in the sanctuary, then in our own 

homes? On this Third Sunday of Advent we are called to celebrate the ways in which God 

has delivered us, is delivering us, and will deliver us. We are called to hold onto the 

promise of true peace, shalom, wholeness on earth and goodwill throughout the entire 

creation. And, in time, we will sing for joy together.   

Luke brings the prophetic message from the Baptist which is a mix of irony, hyperbole, 

criticism, warning, and humility. John the Baptist shares parakalōn, which is the Greek 

meaning to counsel, comfort, encourage, or exhort into a way of being. John responded to 

the question asked first by the crowds, then the tax collectors, and then the soldiers. They 

all asked, "What should we do?" John is clear. He tells them to share, keep no more than 

you need, be fair, treat others with care, and be honest. It is a call to have integrity in 

action and identity. This call is both compelling and comforting as it jolts the listener into 

the awareness of needing to know the ways of Jesus.   

We are called to discover the joy of God’s creation. We are called to bear the fruit of 

integrity by caring for others as we seek equity and justice within our world. John ensured 

that those who followed him into the wilderness were made aware of the serious life-

altering consequences of being baptized. We hear John’s message of baptism. The one 

who was still to come, Jesus the Messiah, whose baptizing and call would change them, 

and you, from the inside out.  John encourages the listener to ask whether we live into 

our faith. We are called to wonder, do our lived lives bear the mark of Christ? Are we 

living as his faithful disciples? What should we do as we continue in our Advent journey?   

Amen 

Special Music           Hark the herald angels; Silent night 

Violinist Jamie Dow with Pianist Betty Lou Norris 

THE OFFERING OF OUR LIFE AND LABOUR TO THE LORD       

QUOTE Each of you should use whatever gift you have received to serve others, as 

faithful stewards of God’s grace in its various forms. 1Peter 4:10 

We bring our offerings with joy knowing that God provides abundantly. We are 

encouraged to give, as each is able, for the benefit of all within God’s creation. 
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 BLESSING OF GIFTS & PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

 

Let us join in prayer:   

O God, our Strength and Salvation, we come before you with joy as the beauty of this 

season unfolds with generosity that grows a long year of pandemic struggles. With the 

kindness of your Spirit, awaken within understanding among those who have differed. 

Tender God, we delight in the joy you bring into our lives and communities through the 

love of family and friends. Your gifts have sustained us through stressful times  

and we thank you. 

Just and joyful God, we bring our gifts with hearts that rejoice in your goodness to us.  

May your Holy Spirit to bless our offerings of time, talent, and financial resources to shine 

the light of Christ into the world. We pray for those who are finding it hard to be joyful, 

remembering those facing illness in spirit, mind, or body, and those waiting for diagnosis 

or treatment. 

We pray for those who are lonely and isolated, and all who have been touched by tragedy 

and violence. We pray for all who are searching for work, struggling with rising costs, and 

worried about their security.  May your Spirit guide each of us share our friendship and 

generosity with others. God of love, we lift up those who travel the long journey of grief 

and mourning. We pray for Sandy and family, and David and Sharon. Holy God, we bring 

before you the names of people on our hearts this day: Rudy and Grace; Bonnie; Rob; 

Courtney and Kyla. We lift up all those who prefer to remain un-named as they face 

immense challenges of health and finances. Merciful God, accept our prayers, spoken and 

unspoken. May your love overflow more and more in our lives, in your church, and in all 

the world.  

We join our voices together across space and time to speak the words that Christ taught 

his disciples …  Our Father who art in heaven, hallow’ed be thy name. Thy 

Kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in Heaven. Give us this day our 

daily bread and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass 

against us. Lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil, for thine is the 

kingdom, the power and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

Hymn  Rejoice in the Lord   #421 

To Go Forth In God’s Name 
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Commissioning and Benediction  

God has shown you what is good. What does the Lord require of you? To do justice, love 

mercy, and to walk humbly with your God.  

May the grace of Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 

with you this day and forevermore. Amen   

Postlude   Let there be peace on earth  

Hope is a star   #119 

1. Hope is a star that shines in the night, leading us on till the morning is bright. 

Refrain When God is a child there’s joy in our song. The last shall be first and 

the weak shall be strong, and none shall be afraid. 

2. Peace is a ribbon that circles the earth, giving a promise of safety and worth. Refrain 

3. Joy is a song that welcomes the dawn, telling the world that the Saviour is born. 

Refrain 

4. Love is a flame that burns in our heart. Jesus has come and will never depart. Refrain 

 

Let there be peace on earth*  

Let there be peace on earth and let it begin with me; let there be peace on earth, the 

peace that was meant to be. With God our creator we are family, let us walk with each 

other in perfect harmony*. Let peace begin with me, let this be the moment now; with 

every step I take, let this be my solemn vow: to take each moment and live each moment 

in peace eternally. Let there be peace on earth and let it begin with me. 
 

Copyright 1955, 1983 by Jan-Lee Music, ASCAP International copyright secured. All rights 

reserved. Authors: Jill Jackson, Sy Miller *Approved alternate lyrics. 

 

Rejoice the Lord is king #267  

Rejoice, the Lord is King; your sovereign Lord adore; Give thanks, O mortals, sing and 

triumph evermore. Lift up your heart; lift up your voice; Rejoice, again I say, rejoice. 
 

For Christ the Saviour reigns, the God of truth and love; When Jesus purged our stains, 

He took his seat above. Lift up your heart; lift up your voice; Rejoice, again I say, rejoice. 
 

His reign can never fail; he rules o’er earth and heaven: The keys of death and hell are to 

our Saviour given. Lift up your heart; lift up your voice; Rejoice, again I say, rejoice. 
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He sits at God’s right hand till all his foes submit And bow to his command and fall 

beneath his feet. Lift up your heart; lift up your voice; Rejoice, again I say, rejoice. 
 

Rejoice in glorious hope, for Christ the judge shall come And take the faithful up to their 

eternal home. We soon shall hear the archangel’s voice; The trump of God shall sound: 

rejoice. 

Rejoice in the Lord #421 

Rejoice in the Lord always, again I say, Rejoice!  

Rejoice in the Lord always, again I say, Rejoice! 

Rejoice! Rejoice! again I say, Rejoice! Rejoice! Rejoice! again I say, Rejoice!  Repeat 
 

Silent Night   #154       

Silent night! Holy night! All is calm, all is bright. Round yon virgin mother and child, Holy 

infant so tender and mild, Sleep in heavenly peace; Sleep in heavenly peace. 

Silent night! Holy night! Shepherd’s quake at the sight: Glories stream from heaven afar, 

Heavenly hosts sing “Hallelujah, Christ, the Saviour is born! Christ, the Saviour is born!” 
 

Silent night! Holy night! Son of God, love’s pure light Radiant beams from thy holy face, 

With the dawn of redeeming grace, Jesus, Lord, at thy birth, Jesus, Lord, at thy birth. 
 

#139  Hark! The herald angels sing 

Hark! The herald angels sing Glory to the newborn King, Peace on earth and mercy mild,  

God and sinners reconciled. Joyful. All ye nations, rise; Join the triumph of the skies;  

With the angelic host proclaim, “Christ is born in Bethlehem.”  
 

Hark! The herald angels sing Glory to the newborn King, Christ, by highest heaven 

adored, Christ, the everlasting Lord, Late in time behold him come, Offspring of a virgin’s 

womb. Veiled in flesh the God-head see! Hail the Incarnate deity! Pleased on earth with 

us to dwell, Jesus, our Emmanuel.  
 

Hark! The herald angels sing Glory to the newborn King. Hail the heaven-born Prince of 

Peace! Hail the sun of righteousness! Light and life to all he brings, Risen with healing in 

his wings. Mild, he lays his glory by, Born that we no more may die, Born to raise the lost 

of earth, Born to give us second birth. Hark! The herald angels sing Glory to the newborn 

King. 
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