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May the grace of Jesus Christ be with you … and also with you. Welcome to worship at 

Knox Presbyterian Bayfield on Sunday December 26. 

Announcements  
 

 

 

The people of Knox Bayfield acknowledge that our community worships, lives, plays, and 

works on the traditional lands of the Anishinabewaki, Attiwonderonk (Neutral), and 

Mississauga peoples within Treaty 29, of 1827. 
 

HYMN   Hope is a star   #119 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP [responsive]    
 

PRAYER OF ADORATION AND ASSURANCE OF PARDON1 

God of wonder, you surround us with signs of your glory and surprise us with your 

presence. Yet somehow we miss the marvels you place before us. Forgive our 

inattentiveness. We pray to be alert to your presence among us. May we be alert to your 

good news and and proclaim your extravagant love. We pray this in the name of Jesus 

Christ. Amen. 

People of God, rejoice! We are saved not with our good works but according to God’s 

mercy.  In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven. As God has forgiven us, let us also forgive one 

another. May the peace of Jesus the Christ, which surpasses all understanding, be with 

you. And also with you. 

To Hear The Word Of God 

Prayer For Illumination 

O Mighty One, by your Holy Spirit may your Word leap in us. We yearn for the joy that 

comes with new beginnings and renewed lives. Amen. 

SCRIPTURE 

Hymn         How sweet the name of Jesus   #357 

 

 

 
1 PCC Worship Planner Advent December 2021 Year C 
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Families 

Today is the day after Christmas, also known as Boxing Day and the Feast of St Stephen. 

Stephen was appointed by the Apostles as a deacon who distributed alms to the poor. 

Alms include money, food, or other donations given as charity. Stephen was a powerful 

preacher who shared the gospel among the Jews. He was charged with blasphemy, 

arrested, and stoned to death. Boxing Day is also connected with the early tenth century 

the duke of Bohemia, we know him from the Christmas carol as …Good King Wenceslas. 

When Wenceslas began to lead the people, after his father’s death, he encouraged the 

Christian faith and caring for those in need. Boxing day is grounded in caring for others in 

the community. It began as a recognition of the needs of the larger community. 

The scriptures readings speak to diversity within families. Families of origin and the 

expanded family of community. The priest Eli mourns the loss of sons to corruption as 

Hannah and Elkanah dedicate their young son to a life of faith with the temple. Mary and 

Joseph are frustrated by the actions of their 12-year old son Jesus. In his letter to the 

people of Colossae, Paul encouraged them to be clothed in the ways of Christ within 

relationships. Each of us may relate to different aspects of the families and relationships 

within the stories. We discover the presence of God in the midst of family situations. The 

stories illustrate that God surprises humanity with revelations delivered by unusual 

messengers.  The wisdom of God revealed in the midst of, and often despite our, 

limitations. 

This past week has been particularly difficult with rising COVID infections and increased 

restrictions on gatherings. Frustrations were intensified with cancelled events. The 

traditional gatherings that were missed last year were postponed. It is difficult when we 

yearn for our family to surround us. Family has taken on diverse definitions over the 

centuries. The Hebrew scriptures speak of polygamy, with multiple wives in a marriage. 

We continue to grow in our understanding of family. We recognize that family includes 

more than mother, father, children. Families are comprised of many variations. Loving 

individuals join together with a declared commitment to each other. The recent decisions 

of the Presbyterian Church General Assembly recognize the expanded definition of 

marriage within our denomination. There is good information in the recent edition of the 

Connections newspaper to explore. 

https://www.workingpreacher.org/
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In our reading from the book of Samuel we discover that Hannah includes the temple 

priesthood as part of her family. The young Samuel, a gift from God to Hannah, was 

promised to serve as a priest. He wore the linen ephod, a garment that marks his identity 

as a priest and he wore a robe made by his mother. It is the young Samuel who will hear 

God calling to him in the night.  We discover that Samuel’s faith grew in contrast to the 

destructive path chosen by Eli's sons. He would become the great prophet who would 

oversee Israel's transition from a tribal confederacy to a unified nation.  Samuel would 

bring Israel into an era that grew in favor with God. God held to the promises made to 

Israel and God remains faithful now. Even as traditions fade, as one era ends and a new 

era begins, God prepares us. 

Luke shares an interesting account of Mary and Joseph leaving the Passover festivities in 

Jerusalem. Have you wondered about Mary and Joseph not realizing his absence for three 

days? We may think of our own family trips, kids piled in the car… doing the head count at 

every washroom stop along the journey.  They were not traveling as a nuclear family 

2,000 years ago. They were part of a caravan of extended family and friends. There were 

many contributing for the wellbeing of all. When Mary and Joseph returned to Jerusalem 

they discovered the circle of care widened to include the teachers in the Temple. Luke will 

share later in his Gospel that Jesus widened the boundaries beyond the house of Israel, 

offering the good news to all.  

They were several days into their journey home when they realized their oldest son was 

missing.  Filled with concern, they searched and found him engaged in learning with 

teachers in the temple. His parents were frustrated by his actions as he claimed his place 

in the world. This story provides us with insight into the unique relationship Jesus has with 

God.  His actions were perplexing, worrying, maybe even irritating, for Mary and Joseph.  

The early Christian theologian Origen wrote, "Just as everything else about him was 

extraordinary, so his boyhood was extraordinary as well, that it might be filled with the 

wisdom of God". This short passage illustrates the ways in which Jesus was nurtured 

within his human family and faith community. The interaction between Jesus and Mary 

provides insight into the complexity of the family relationships. Mary was upset that her 

son caused them great anxiety and he seemed unconcerned by the consequences of his 

actions.  Mary and Joseph were perplexed that Jesus appeared to be genuinely unaware of 

https://www.workingpreacher.org/
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their distress. Jesus would continue to provoke a perplexed response, even from those 

who are enthralled by him.    

 Most of us are aware that family life includes challenges and difficulties. Which leads us 

to Paul’s letter. Paul wrote to the people of Colossai [Caw-law-say] about embracing their 

faith in relationship. The Colossian church had been struggling with false teachings, 

superstitions, and misunderstandings that included taboos about food and holy days.  

Paul used a clothing metaphor to describe the changes needed in their community.  He 

encouraged them to take in the peace of Christ to rule their hearts with the word of 

Christ. He wrote of integrating the teachings into the fabric of their lives. The integrated 

teachings are then expressed in how we live, learn, and believe.  Christian monks 

demonstrate their understanding of integration with their ability to integrate the teachings 

into daily life. Scripture becomes an expression of within the rhythm of living. The texts 

are read and become actively woven within their thinking, praying, speaking, and daily 

routines. Paul encourages the reader to be guided by compassion, kindness, humility, and 

patience within our relationships. 

It is good to wonder about the perspectives that guide our relationships. During the 

moments when we may be impatient or unkind it is helpful to take a deep breath. Pause 

for just a moment and try to see the situation with compassion and humility. God made 

us to be in relationship. Praise be to God. 

Hymn         Praise the Lord with the sound  #466 

THE OFFERING OF OUR LIFE AND LABOUR TO THE LORD     

QUOTE Each of you must give as you have made up your mind, not reluctantly or under 

compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. 2 Corinthians 9:7 

BLESSING OF GIFTS & PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

Let us join in prayer:   

O God of Love, draw us together in peace. Mountains and rivers clap and sing as your 

Word makes all things new. Awaken us to the damage we do to your world and help us to 

mend our ways. May your creation breathe the liveliness of your blessing.  

Just as the shepherds eagerly shared the news of the newborn Christ, make us joyful 

messengers of your good news in the world. 

https://www.workingpreacher.org/
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In Jesus, your love takes on human form to seek us out. May Christ lead us into the lives 

for which we were made. From your majesty on high to the lowliness of the stable, your 

Word has power to sustain all things. We pray your Spirit will comfort those who are 

hungry, sick, or suffering. 

O holy One, your Word brings justice to the earth. We pray leaders of this world will seek 

out economic structures to promote dignity and equality for all people.  

Loving God, we give you thanks for Jesus Christ, the Word made flesh. May the gifts we 

offer be multiplied and shared with compassion and kindness.  

God of love, we lift up those who travel the long journey of grief and mourning. We pray 

for Sandy and family, and David and Sharon. Holy God, we bring before you the names of 

people on our hearts this day: Rudy and Grace; Bonnie; Rob; Courtney and Kyla. We lift 

up all those who prefer to remain un-named as they face immense challenges of health 

and finances. Merciful God, accept our prayers, spoken and unspoken. May your love 

overflow more and more in our lives, in your church, and in all the world.  

We join our voices together across space and time to speak the words that Christ taught 

his disciples …  Our Father who art in heaven, hallow’ed be thy name. Thy 

Kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in Heaven. Give us this day our 

daily bread and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass 

against us. Lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil, for thine is the 

kingdom, the power and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

Hymn  Brother, sister let me serve you     #635 
 

To Go Forth In God’s Name        

 Commissioning and Benediction Col. 3:17 

Whatever you do, in word or deed, follow in the ways of Jesus Christ. May the love of 

Christ guide you. May God uphold you. And may the Spirit sustain you, now and forever.  

Amen   

Postlude   Let there be peace on earth  
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Hope is a star   #119 

1. Hope is a star that shines in the night, leading us on till the morning is bright. 

Refrain When God is a child there’s joy in our song. The last shall be first and 

the weak shall be strong, and none shall be afraid. 

2. Peace is a ribbon that circles the earth, giving a promise of safety and worth. Refrain 

3. Joy is a song that welcomes the dawn, telling the world that the Saviour is born. 

Refrain 

4. Love is a flame that burns in our heart. Jesus has come and will never depart. Refrain 

 

Let there be peace on earth*  

Let there be peace on earth and let it begin with me; let there be peace on earth, the 

peace that was meant to be. With God our creator we are family, let us walk with each 

other in perfect harmony*. Let peace begin with me, let this be the moment now; with 

every step I take, let this be my solemn vow: to take each moment and live each moment 

in peace eternally. Let there be peace on earth and let it begin with me. 

Copyright 1955, 1983 by Jan-Lee Music, ASCAP International copyright secured. All rights 

reserved. Authors: Jill Jackson, Sy Miller *Approved alternate lyrics. 

 

 466 Praise the Lord with the sound 

Praise the Lord with the sound of trumpet, praise the Lord with the harp and lute, 

praise the Lord with the gentle-sounding flute. Praise the Lord in the field and forest, praise the 

Lord in the city square, praise the Lord anytime and anywhere. Praise the Lord in the wind and 

sunshine, praise the Lord in the dark of night, praise the Lord in the rain or snow or in the morning 

light. Praise the Lord in the dee pest valley, praise the Lord on the highest hill, praise the Lord; 

never let your voice be still. 
  

Praise the Lord with the crashing cymbal, praise the Lord with the pipe and string, 

praise the Lord with the joyful songs you sing. Praise the Lord on a weekday morning, praise the 

Lord on a Sunday noon, praise the Lord by the light of sun or moon. Praise the Lord in the time of 

sorrow, praise the Lord in the time of joy, praise the Lord every moment; nothing let your praise 

destroy. Praise the Lord in the peace and quiet, praise the Lord in your work or play, praise the 

Lord everywhere in every way! 

  

 

https://www.workingpreacher.org/
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635 Brother, sister let me serve you [The Servant song] 

Brother, sister, let me serve you; Let me be as Christ to you; Pray that I may have the grace to  

let you be my servant too.  
 

We are pilgrims on a journey, And companions on the road; We are here to help each other 

Walk the mile and bear the load. 
 

I will hold the Christ-light for you In the night-time of your fear; I will hold my hand out to you, 

Speak the peace you long to hear. 
 

I will weep when you are weeping; When you laugh I’ll laugh with you; I will share your joy and 

sorrow, Till we’ve seen this journey through. 
 

When we sing to God in heaven, We shall find such harmony, Born of all we’ve known together 

Of Christ’s love and agony. 
 

Brother, sister, let me serve you; Let me be as Christ to you; Pray that I may have the grace to  

let you be my servant too. 
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